Odd History of the Nahma Marsh

At the beginning of the Nahma Marsh Trail is a berm or earthen dam. A short
walk on that berm leads to the water control gate and a view of the marsh. The
story behind this earthen dam is part of the history of the Nahma and the Bay de
Noc Lumber Company. Before the internal combustion engine work was
accomplished by manpower and horsepower. The lumber industry depended on
horses and horses consume huge quantities of fodder. Much of the upper peninsula
of Michigan was and is unsuitable for large scale agriculture. The Nahma March
became a source of horse feed for the lumber company.

It worked like this. The berm was constructed to hold water in the wetland. The
water level gate was designed to control the water level. During the growing
season the water level was kept high enough to encourage the growth of “marsh
hay”. ‘Marsh Grass Hay' is a non specific term, like prairie grass or meadow grass.
Many wetland species of grass are commonly fed to both horses and cattle safely.
Marsh grass is the primary kind of plant life in wetland. or marshes. The grass
contributes to nutrient-rich sediment being deposited by restricting the flow of
water in ponds, lakes and rivers. It also helps to prevent soil erosion and supports
wildlife.

When the ‘marsh hay’ was ready to be harvested the water gate was raised
allowing the water to drain out of the marsh. After some time the marsh would dry
out enough for men, horses and equipment to enter the marsh and harvest the hay
to provide horse feed for the coming winter. When the harvest was completed, the
gate would be lowered again to raise the water level and start the cycle over again.
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